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Proposed Changes to the Constitution –  
Recording of Votes on Budget and Precept Setting Decisions made at 

County Council meetings 
 
 

1. Recommendation: 
 
1.1 That Council be recommended to approve the amendments to Paragraph 
14.9 of Section 12 of the Constitution, as detailed in paragraph 3 of this report, 
relating to Procedural Standing Orders to provide for the recording of votes at 
full County Council meetings on decisions on Budget and Precept setting.  
 
Report of the Director for Democracy, Law and Transformation 
 
 

2. Background 
 
2.1 The Constitution currently provides for the taking of a ‘named vote’ at full 
council meetings (i.e. the recording of how each member voted on a particular 
issue) where 15 members stand and request such action.  

 
2.2 The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2014 came into force on 25 February 2014 requiring the taking of 
a named vote at all Council meetings where key budget and precept setting 
decisions are being made. 

 
2.3 In issuing these new regulations the Minister for Communities and Local 
Government specifically wrote to Leaders and Chief Executives explaining 
that the move was part of his commitment to transparency and democratic 
accountability and aimed to increase public confidence in councils and their 
elected representatives. 
 
2.4 The Minister also called on Councils to demonstrate their commitment to 
transparency by voluntarily adopting the new measure at this years budget 
setting meetings whether or not the regulations were in force.  That request 
was adhered to by the County Council at its meeting on 13 February 2014 at 
the time of setting the Budget for 2014/15. 

 
 

3. Required Changes to Procedural Standing Orders 
 

3.1 Section 12, paragrapgh14.9 of the Constitution refers to voting 
arrangements at Council meetings. The section is reproduced below with the 
required amendments shown in bold text: 



 
14.9 Voting 
 
14.9.1 With the exception of votes referred to at paragraph 14.9.5 

below, voting will, in the first instance be determined by voice ‘aye’ 
or ‘no’, but the Chairman may and, if the decision is challenged 
must, take a show of hands. 

 
14.9.2 For votes other than those referred to at 14.9.5 below, fifteen 

Members may stand and request a ‘named vote’, meaning that the 
names for and against the motion or amendment be recorded in the 
Minutes.  The Chief Executive will call the name of each Member 
present who will then vote ‘aye’ or ‘no’.  There is no requirement for 
Members to participate in named votes and they can abstain. 

 
14.9.3 A Member may, immediately after a vote which is not a named vote 

is taken, request that a record of whether the Member voted for, or 
against, the motion, or abstained be made in the minutes of that 
meeting. 

 
14.9.4 Where there are equal votes cast for a motion or amendment the 

Chairman or the person presiding may exercise a second or casting 
vote. 

 
14.9.5  Where the Council is voting on the setting of the Budget and/or 

Precept a named vote MUST be taken, recording the names of 
those members who voted for a decision, or against the 
decision or abstained from voting. 

 



 
 
Appendix 1 
 
1.0. Equalities Implications 
 

1.1 None  
 
 
2.0. Legal Implications 
 
2.1 The amendment to the Constitution is required under the Local Authorities 
(Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014 
 
 
3.0 Resource and Value for Money Implications 
 

3.1. The proposal does not have cost or resourcing implications.   
 
 
4.0 Risk Implications 
 

4.1. Failure to comply with the new regulations creates a risk of challenge 
to the legality of Budget and Precept setting decisions. 
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